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Abstract:  

The intersection of agriculture and climate policy is critical in addressing the 

growing challenges of food security, environmental degradation, and climate 

change. This paper explores how climate policies influence agricultural practices, 

particularly in terms of emissions reductions, sustainability, and resilience. By 

examining case studies and policy frameworks from various regions, the study 

reveals the complexities of aligning agricultural goals with climate objectives. It 

emphasizes the need for integrated approaches that consider both agricultural 

productivity and environmental stewardship. Furthermore, the paper highlights 

innovative practices, such as regenerative agriculture, and their role in mitigating 

climate impacts while promoting sustainable food systems. 
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INTRODUCTION            

Agriculture is both a significant contributor to and a victim of climate change. As one of the 

largest sources of greenhouse gas emissions, the agricultural sector faces increasing scrutiny 

under international climate agreements such as the Paris Accord. However, it also bears the brunt 

of climate-induced challenges, including shifting weather patterns, droughts, and soil 

degradation, which threaten global food security. The intersection of agriculture and climate 

policy is thus crucial for developing strategies that not only reduce emissions but also build 

resilience within food systems. This paper investigates how agricultural practices are shaped by 

climate policies and how innovations within agriculture can contribute to climate mitigation and 

adaptation efforts. 

Agriculture’s Role in Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Agriculture is a significant contributor to global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, accounting 

for approximately 17-20% of total emissions, depending on the source and measurement 

methodology. One of the primary sources of agricultural GHG emissions is methane, which is 
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predominantly produced by enteric fermentation in ruminant livestock such as cows, sheep, and 

goats. Methane has a global warming potential 25 times greater than carbon dioxide (CO₂) over a 

100-year period, making it a critical factor in climate change. Livestock methane emissions are 

estimated to account for nearly 40% of agriculture's total GHG emissions, highlighting the need 

for more sustainable livestock management practices . 

Another significant contributor is nitrous oxide, primarily released from the application of 

synthetic nitrogen fertilizers. Nitrous oxide has a global warming potential nearly 300 times that 

of CO₂ and remains in the atmosphere for over 100 years. The excessive and inefficient use of 

nitrogen fertilizers in intensive farming systems leads to significant emissions of nitrous oxide. 

Soil management practices, such as over-irrigation and improper timing of fertilizer applications, 

exacerbate these emissions. Additionally, the widespread use of synthetic fertilizers can result in 

nutrient runoff, contributing to environmental degradation in aquatic systems through processes 

like eutrophication . 

Deforestation and land-use change are other key sources of carbon emissions in agriculture. As 

forests are cleared to make way for agricultural production, significant amounts of carbon stored 

in trees and soils are released into the atmosphere. This process not only contributes to CO₂ 

emissions but also reduces the capacity of these ecosystems to act as carbon sinks, which would 

otherwise mitigate climate change. Agricultural expansion, particularly for commodity crops like 

soy and palm oil, is one of the main drivers of deforestation, especially in tropical regions like 

the Amazon Basin . 

In recent decades, global agricultural emissions have been rising due to increased demand for 

food, particularly animal products, driven by population growth and changing dietary patterns. 

Data from the FAO indicates that agricultural emissions have increased by nearly 15% since 

1990, with the livestock sector being the fastest-growing source of emissions. This trend 

highlights the challenge of meeting global food security needs while simultaneously reducing 

agriculture’s environmental footprint. Technological advancements, including precision 

agriculture and sustainable land management practices, are being explored to mitigate emissions 

and enhance the resilience of farming systems . 

The graphical data in this section will present an analysis of agricultural GHG emissions trends 

over the past three decades. The graphs will illustrate the rising contributions of methane from 

livestock, nitrous oxide from fertilizers, and carbon emissions due to land-use changes. By 

providing a visual representation of these trends, readers can better understand the magnitude 

and growth of agricultural emissions over time. Additionally, these visuals will serve as a 

reference point for discussing potential mitigation strategies that could reduce agriculture's 

contribution to climate change .  

Climate Policy Frameworks Impacting Agriculture 

Global climate policies, particularly the Paris Agreement, have had a profound impact on 

national agricultural policies. The Paris Agreement, adopted in 2015, set a goal to limit global 

warming to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels, with efforts to limit the increase to 

1.5°C. In response, many nations have integrated agriculture into their Nationally Determined 

Contributions (NDCs), recognizing the sector’s significant role in both contributing to and 
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mitigating greenhouse gas emissions (GHG). Agriculture, which is responsible for approximately 

19-29% of global emissions, is now a focal point for emission-reduction strategies under these 

climate frameworks As a result, governments are adopting new practices and technologies to 

align their agricultural policies with climate goals. 

One example of a country that has integrated agricultural emission-reduction strategies into its 

national climate policy is New Zealand. In 2019, New Zealand passed the Zero Carbon Act, 

which set ambitious targets to reduce all GHG emissions, including methane from livestock, 

which makes up a large portion of the country’s emissions. The Act supports the development of 

innovative agricultural technologies, such as methane inhibitors and selective breeding, to help 

the sector achieve the set targets . This policy framework demonstrates how national agricultural 

strategies can evolve under global climate agreements, ensuring the sector contributes to national 

emission-reduction goals. 

In the European Union (EU), the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) has undergone reforms to 

incorporate climate considerations. The EU Green Deal and its Farm to Fork Strategy aim to 

reduce the environmental footprint of European agriculture by promoting sustainable farming 

practices and reducing GHG emissions. The CAP now includes financial incentives for farmers 

to adopt practices that support carbon sequestration, improve soil health, and reduce chemical 

inputs . These reforms show how the Paris Agreement has driven regional policies to transform 

agriculture into a more climate-resilient sector. 

Developing nations are also adapting their agricultural policies in light of climate frameworks. In 

Ethiopia, for instance, the Climate Resilient Green Economy (CRGE) Strategy has been aligned 

with the country’s commitments under the Paris Agreement. Ethiopia aims to develop a climate-

resilient agriculture sector by promoting sustainable farming practices, restoring degraded lands, 

and increasing crop productivity without increasing emissions . This strategy reflects how global 

climate policies can shape agricultural development in low-income countries by promoting 

sustainability and resilience to climate change. 

Climate policy frameworks such as the Paris Agreement are driving transformative changes in 

national agricultural policies. Case studies from New Zealand, the EU, and Ethiopia highlight the 

diverse ways in which countries are incorporating emission-reduction strategies within 

agriculture. These frameworks push governments to rethink agricultural practices, invest in 

sustainable technologies, and build climate-resilient farming systems. As climate change 

continues to threaten global food security, the alignment of agriculture with climate policies will 

be crucial for achieving both environmental sustainability and agricultural productivity. 

Challenges in Aligning Agriculture with Climate Policy 

One of the primary challenges in aligning agriculture with climate policy is the economic 

constraints faced by farmers, especially smallholders. Shifting to climate-smart agricultural 

practices, such as adopting sustainable technologies or transitioning to organic farming, often 

requires significant upfront investments that many farmers cannot afford. For instance, installing 

advanced irrigation systems or purchasing eco-friendly fertilizers can be cost-prohibitive, 

particularly in developing countries where access to financial resources is limited. Without 
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adequate financial support or incentives, farmers may resist changes that could help mitigate 

climate impacts, even though these changes may lead to long-term benefits . 

Political resistance also poses a significant barrier to aligning agriculture with climate goals. In 

many countries, agricultural policies are deeply intertwined with political interests, where 

subsidies and support systems are structured around conventional farming practices, such as the 

heavy use of chemical fertilizers and monoculture farming. These practices often have high 

greenhouse gas emissions but remain politically favored due to their contribution to food security 

and economic stability. Politicians may be reluctant to promote policies that could disrupt the 

agricultural sector, fearing voter backlash or economic downturns, which hinders efforts to 

promote climate-aligned agricultural reforms . 

Another challenge is the complexity of international trade and its influence on agricultural 

practices. Global food systems are highly interconnected, and many countries rely on imports 

and exports of agricultural products to meet their food needs. However, these trade systems can 

complicate the implementation of climate-focused agricultural policies. For instance, countries 

that export high-emission crops like soybeans or palm oil may face economic repercussions if 

climate policies restrict the production of these goods, leading to tensions in international trade 

agreements. Additionally, countries importing such goods may be hesitant to impose restrictions 

due to their reliance on affordable food imports . 

The inherent variability in agricultural systems across different regions further complicates the 

alignment of agriculture with climate policy. Climate conditions, soil types, water availability, 

and crop preferences vary significantly from one region to another, making it difficult to create 

one-size-fits-all climate policies for agriculture. For example, policies promoting reduced water 

usage may be effective in arid regions but less relevant in areas with abundant rainfall. Tailoring 

climate policies to the specific needs and capabilities of different agricultural systems is 

essential, but this requires complex and often slow-moving regulatory frameworks . 

The lack of cohesive global leadership in addressing the intersection of agriculture and climate 

policy has created a fragmented landscape. While international organizations, such as the United 

Nations and the World Bank, advocate for climate-resilient agricultural practices, the lack of 

binding agreements and enforcement mechanisms leaves many countries to prioritize their 

national interests over global climate goals. As a result, agricultural practices continue to 

contribute to greenhouse gas emissions, and efforts to mitigate these effects remain inconsistent 

across borders. Greater international cooperation and stronger enforcement of climate-aligned 

agricultural policies are needed to overcome these challenges . 

Innovations in Sustainable Agriculture 

Sustainable agriculture has seen a surge in innovations aimed at balancing food production with 

environmental conservation. One of the most promising practices is regenerative agriculture, 

which emphasizes restoring soil health, increasing biodiversity, and enhancing ecosystem 

resilience. By employing techniques such as cover cropping, no-till farming, and holistic grazing, 

regenerative agriculture promotes carbon sequestration in soils, helping mitigate climate change. 

Studies have shown that regenerative practices can increase soil organic matter by up to 20%, 

significantly reducing the carbon footprint of farming operations . 
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Another critical innovation is agroecology, which integrates ecological principles into farming 

practices. Agroecological methods prioritize the use of natural processes, such as biological pest 

control and intercropping, to enhance productivity without relying on chemical inputs. This 

system fosters resilience to climate change by encouraging crop diversity and soil conservation. 

Research suggests that agroecological farms are better equipped to withstand extreme weather 

events, such as droughts and floods, compared to conventional farms . 

Precision farming has also emerged as a game-changing technology in sustainable agriculture. 

Utilizing GPS, satellite data, and Internet of Things (IoT) sensors, precision farming allows 

farmers to optimize input usage, such as water, fertilizers, and pesticides, reducing waste and 

environmental damage. For instance, precision irrigation systems can save up to 30% of water 

use while maintaining or improving crop yields . This practice not only conserves natural 

resources but also enhances the economic viability of sustainable farming. 

Real-world examples highlight the potential of these innovations. In Brazil, regenerative 

agriculture has transformed degraded lands into fertile ecosystems, boosting yields and 

biodiversity. In Southeast Asia, agroecological rice farming has reduced methane emissions and 

chemical use while increasing profitability for smallholder farmers . Precision farming in the 

Netherlands has led to significant reductions in nitrogen emissions and pesticide use, helping the 

country achieve one of the highest agricultural output-to-resource-use ratios in the world . 

These innovations demonstrate that sustainable agricultural practices can not only improve 

environmental outcomes but also enhance productivity and resilience to climate change. By 

incorporating regenerative agriculture, agroecology, and precision farming, the agricultural 

sector can mitigate the impacts of global warming while ensuring food security for future 

generations . As these practices continue to evolve, they hold the potential to revolutionize the 

way we approach farming in a changing climate.  

Food Security and Climate Resilience 

Agricultural policy plays a pivotal role in addressing global food security challenges, particularly 

in the context of increasing climate variability. Food security, defined as access to sufficient, 

safe, and nutritious food, is threatened by climate change due to its impact on crop yields, water 

resources, and the frequency of extreme weather events. Effective agricultural policies must 

prioritize sustainable practices that increase climate resilience, especially in regions where food 

insecurity is prevalent. These policies can include the promotion of climate-smart agriculture, 

which focuses on enhancing productivity while adapting to climate change and reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions . 

Sustainable agricultural practices, such as crop diversification, conservation tillage, and 

agroforestry, have been shown to enhance climate resilience by improving soil health, 

conserving water, and reducing dependency on chemical inputs. For instance, agroforestry 

systems, which integrate trees and shrubs into agricultural landscapes, not only improve 

biodiversity but also increase the ability of crops to withstand droughts and floods . Such 

practices contribute to food security by ensuring more stable yields even under adverse climate 

conditions, helping farmers maintain productivity in the face of climate disruptions. 
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In vulnerable regions, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, the adoption of 

climate-resilient agricultural practices can mitigate the impact of climate change on food 

production. Many smallholder farmers in these regions rely on rain-fed agriculture, making them 

especially vulnerable to changes in rainfall patterns. By integrating policies that support 

sustainable practices, governments can help smallholder farmers adopt technologies such as 

drought-resistant crop varieties and water-efficient irrigation systems, which are critical for 

maintaining food production in the face of increasing climate unpredictability . 

Agricultural policies that promote sustainable land use and ecosystem restoration also contribute 

to long-term food security. The restoration of degraded land through reforestation and soil 

conservation techniques improves land productivity and reduces the risk of desertification, which 

is a growing threat in arid regions. By investing in landscape restoration and sustainable land 

management, policymakers can ensure that agricultural systems remain viable and productive for 

future generations . 

The intersection of agricultural policy, food security, and climate resilience is essential for 

addressing global hunger and environmental challenges. Sustainable agricultural practices offer a 

pathway to more resilient food systems that can adapt to climate change while ensuring long-

term food security. Governments and international organizations must prioritize these practices 

in their policies to protect vulnerable populations and ensure the stability of global food supplies 

 

 

Chart: Global Agricultural Emissions by Source (2000-2024) 
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Graph: The Impact of Regenerative Agriculture on Carbon Sequestration 

. 

 

Chart: Projected Food Security Risks under Different Climate Scenarios (2030-2050) 

Summary  

The intersection of agriculture and climate policy is critical for addressing the dual challenges of 

food security and environmental sustainability. Agriculture contributes significantly to 

greenhouse gas emissions, making it both a driver of climate change and a sector vulnerable to 

its impacts. Climate policies must address sustainable agricultural practices that reduce 

emissions, enhance carbon sequestration, and improve soil health. At the same time, agricultural 
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policies need to focus on resilience, adapting to changing weather patterns and reducing the 

sector's vulnerability to climate-related risks. Effective policies require collaboration between 

governments, farmers, and international organizations to promote innovations like agroecology, 

climate-smart agriculture, and digital tools. The future of food systems will depend on integrated 

approaches that balance productivity with environmental stewardship, ensuring both food 

security and climate resilience. 
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